QueSTIONS AND TOPICS FOR DISCuSSION
The two cultures 1. Do you think the author was evenhanded in her presentation of Hmong culture and medical culture?
2. The book contains many Hmong phrases and many medical phrases, both unfamiliar to most readers. Why do you think the author included them?
3. Over the centuries, the Hmong fought against many different peoples who claimed sovereignty over their lands. What role has this tumultuous history played in the formation of Hmong culture? 13. In chapter 7, Neil ernst says, "I felt it was important for these Hmongs to understand that there were certain elements of medicine that we understood better than they did and that there were certain rules they had to follow with their kids' lives." Why didn't this message get through to the Lees? If you were Neil, would you feel this way too?
14. In chapter 15, Foua, who has heard that one of the ernst sons has leukemia, embraces Peggy. After all the conflict between them, why are they finally able to resolve their differences? 23. The book has an unusual structure: Lia's story occupies the odd-numbered chapters, and background material occupies the even-numbered chapters. Why do you think Fadiman organized her narrative this way?
24. At the beginning of chapter 2, Fadiman tells the story of a Hmong student who gave an oral report on Fish Soup. What is the concept of "fish soup," and how is it reflected in the book itself?
25. One of the ways by which Fadiman places the doctors and the Lee family on equal footing is her decision to refer to all of them by their first names (instead of saying, for instance, "Dr. ernst" 
